Hidalgo County Purchasing Department 
2812 S. Business Highway 281 
New Administration Building 
Edinburg, Texas 78539 
(956) 318-2626/ Fax: (956) 318-2629 

MEMORANDUM 

“SOLE SOURCE DECLARATION” 

TO: Hidalgo County Commissioners’ Court 

FROM: Martha L. Salazar, CPPB 

Hidalgo County Purchasing Agent 

DATE: June 06, 2019 

RE: “Sole Source Declaration” - SCI Technologies, Inc. d/b/a SkyCop, Inc. Patent #US7703996B1 


Hidalgo County Sheriffs Office requires the purchase of a customized Solar Mobile Surveillance Trailer to provide security and 
a law enforcement presence to remote locations. Having mobility with surveillance is critical to crime prevention and detection 
of criminal activity. This platform gives you “eyes in the sky on wheels” and widens the scope of surveillance without 
limitations of power sources and radio communication Interfacing. 

SCI Technologies, Inc. d/b/a SkyCop, Inc. is a patented product and trademarked with the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office. 
The SkyCop Mobile Surveillance Trailer allows for custom trailer design, system software and integration of specifications and 
features unique to the needs of Hidalgo County Sheriffs Office. SkyCop® Solar Powered Series provides custom designed 
self-contained units equipped with their own power plant and communication platform using advanced technology ranging from 
simple rechargeable batteiy systems to a unit housing a back-up generator. The SkyCop Solar Powered Trailer can be fitted 
with infrared (IR) and thermal imaging cameras, chemical sensing, gunshot recognition, high-tech DVR’s and digital analytics. 
The unit will maintain radio communication to enable the County to capture data and then Interface with a centralized fusion 
center. Remote locations lack access to electrical power or communications lines. The self-contained unit does not require any 
type of utility or communication hook up. Having remote surveillance capabilities powered by the sun enables you to do more 
with fewer personnel and resources. The County will experience lower operational costs and significantly higher organizational 
productivity and efficiency. A solar powered trailer will allow flexibility to place video, acoustic and environmental sensing 
detection equipment anywhere there could be a known criminal hot spot and when the criminals move on to different locations 
the mobile surveillance frailer can simply be hooked up to the transport vehicle and moved to the next designated location. 
SCI Technologies, Inc. d/b/a SkyCop, Inc. is the sole source for SkyCop Surveillance Technology. 

Video, audio, and sensing devices provide the ability to capture accurate data when critical events occur. The License Plate 
Recognition (LPR) system relies on infrared (IR) illumination technology. The infrared illumination technology captures 
images of automobiles and license plates which are fed to computer systems for storage and data analytics. LPR camera can be 
mounted on the surveillance trailer allowing for mobile or fixed real time license plate reading, video sui^^eillance, and analysis. 
This allows a quick response to apprehend and arrest criminal suspects. 

The SkyCop Radar System and Sign, SkyCop Solar/Generator Hybrid Trailer, and SkyCop Standard Trailer LPR are all 
products of SCI Technologies, Inc. d/b/a/ SkyCop, Inc. and while SkyCop, Inc. is not the only avenue for the purchase of a 
surveillance frailer, after extensive research SkyCop, Inc. is the only company which can custom design a Solar/Generator 
Hybrid Trailer including the extensive specifications and requirements by Hidalgo County Sheriffs Office. 

Therefore, Hidalgo County Sheriffs Office requires the purchase of a Solar/Generator Hybrid Trailer from SCI Technologies, 
Inc. d/b/a SkvCopv. Inc, with options to provide “Turnkey Solutions” (i.e. any/all equipment, parts, incidentals, accessories and 
installation and training of same) to include if necessary; all other related Hidalgo County Law Enforcement Agencies (all 
funding sources). 

This Sole Source Declaration is to remain in effect unless otherwise revoked by Hidalgo County Commissioners’ Court. 
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Surveillance unit and method of use thereof 

Abstract 

A surveillance systenn and method of use thereof is disclosed. The surveillance system provides a 
continuous presence and may be operated by remote control. The system may automatically record 
video and audio when certain audio, such as a gun shot, is detected. The system may automatically 
contact the authorities, or other remotely located devices upon the occurrence of an undesirable 
event. 
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Description 

This application claims the benefit of U.S. Provisional Patent Application No. 60/781,795, filed Mar. 13, 2006, entitled "Surveillance Unit and Method of Use Thereof," 
which is hereby incorporated by reference in its entirety. 

Be it known that we, Fredrick D. Sexton Jr., a citizen of the United States, residing at 9374 Canabridge Dr., Lakeland, Tenn. 38002, John F. Osteen, a citizen of the United 
States, residing at 8019 Breezy Creek Rd., Germantown, Tenn. 38138, Kenneth Alan Shackleford, a citizen of the United States, residing at 8664 Old River Rd., Cordova, 
Tenn. 38018, Lester W. Mikles, a citizen of the United States, residing at 6560 Deermont Dr., Bartlett, Tenn. 38134, and Warner E. Speakman, a citizen of the United States, 
residing at 4280 Warren Rd., Oakland, Tenn. 38060, have invented a new and useful "Surveillance Unit and Method of Use Thereof" 

STATEMENT REGARDING FEDERALLY SPONSORED RESEARCH OR DEVELOPMENT 

Not applicable 

REFERENCE TO A MICROFICHE APPENDIX 

Not applicable 

FIELD OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention relates to the area of surveillance technology. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

Many cities have high crime areas which require a police presence in order to keep the peace. Placing law enforcement officers in such high risk environments is not 
desirable. Further, it is costly and difficult to place such personnel in such environments at all times. Accordingly, what is needed is an automated surveillance unit which 
automatically monitors an environment, transmits video and audio signals from the environment, and allows remote control intervention of the surveillance unit in order 
to capture possible evidence from the environment should an undesirable event, such as a crime, occur. 

SUMMARY OF INVENTION 

Disclosed herein is a surveillance unit having the benefits of existing surveillance technology with the added benefits of (i) compression video storage, such that at least 
weeks of video/audio recordings may be stored by the unit, (ii) an easy to use bracket mounting system for attachment of the surveillance unit to a pole or building, (iii) a 
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SURVEILLANCE UNIT AND METHOD OF 
USE THEREOF 

This application claims the benefit of U.S. Provisional 
Patent Application No. 60/781,795, filed Mar. 13, 2006, 5 
entitled “Surveillance Unit and Method of Use Thereof,” 
which is hereby incorporated by reference in its entirety. 

Be it known that we, Fredrick D. Sexton Jr., a citizen of the 
United States, residing at 9374 Canabridge Dr., Lakeland, 
Tenn. 38002, John F. Osteen, a citizen of the United States, lo 
residing at 8019 Breezy Creek Rd., Germantown, Tenn. 
38138, Kenneth Alan Shackleford, a citizen of the United 
States, residing at 8664 Old River Rd., Cordova, Tenn. 38018, 
Lester W. Mikles, a citizen of the United States, residing at 
6560 Deermont Dr., Bartlett, Tenn. 38134, and Warner E. 15 
Speakman, a citizen of the United States, residing at 4280 
Warren Rd., Oakland, Tenn. 38060, have invented a new and 
useful “Surveillance Unit and Method of Use Thereof’ 

STATEMENT REGARDING FEDERALLY 20 

SPONSORED RESEARCH OR DEVELOPMENT 

Not applicable 

REFERENCE TO A MICROFICHE APPENDIX 25 

Not applicable 

FIELD OF THE INVENTION 

30 

The present invention relates to the area of surveillance 
technology. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

35 

Many cities have high crime areas which require a police 
presence in order to keep the peace. Placing law enforcement 
officers in such high risk environments is not desirable. Fur¬ 
ther, it is costly and difficult to place such personnel in such 
environments at all times. Accordingly, what is needed is an 40 
automated surveillance unit which automatically monitors an 
environment, transmits video and audio signals from the envi¬ 
ronment, and allows remote control intervention of the sur¬ 
veillance unit in order to capture possible evidence from the 
environment should an undesirable event, such as a crime, 45 
occur. 

SUMMARY OF INVENTION 

Disclosed herein is a surveillance unit having the benefits 50 
of existing surveillance technology with the added benefits of 
(i) compression video storage, such that at least weeks of 
video/audio recordings may be stored by the unit, (ii) an easy 
to use bracket mounting system for attachment of the surveil¬ 
lance unit to a pole or building, (iii) a back lighted exterior for 55 
enhanced visibility, and (iv) communication of a triggering 
event, such as gun shots, to the authorities, or others, via a 
MESH, LAN, WAN, or GSM network. As further described 
herein, the present invention provides instant communication 
and recordation of evidence for people located within several 60 
thousand feet of the surveillance unit. Further, the invention 
provides a security presence so that the likelihood of crime is 
reduced. The surveillance unit disclosed is used to commu¬ 
nicate with security personnel in the immediate area, or secu¬ 
rity personnel located at other locations, such as a 911 center, 65 
video central station, or in a vehicle. The surveillance unit of 
the present invention may constantly record and store audio/ 
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video data, or may initiate recordation upon the occurrence of 
an event. Live video and/or audio may be reviewed by remote 
control with directional control of the camera being con¬ 
trolled remotely. The recorded data is day and time stamped in 
the event that review of it at some point in the future is desired. 
Such long term storage, for example a minimum of several 
weeks, of recorded data is beneficial, for example, in the 
investigation of a missing person. Often, such victims are 
missing for a while before being reported to the authorities. 

Disclosed herein is a surveillance system, including, a 
housing, a frame removeably engaging the housing, a plural¬ 
ity of panels removeably engaging the frame, a recording 
device attached to one of the plurality of panels, wherein the 
recording device has H264 compression technology, also 
known as H.264.10, a camera operationally connected to the 
recording device, wherein the camera has a microphone and 
speaker, a GSM network operationally connected to the 
recording device, a uninterrupted power source operationally 
connected to the recording device, and a mounting bracket 
attached to the housing. In certain embodiments of the inven¬ 
tion, the mounting bracket further includes a first mount, a 
second mount removeably engaging the first mount, wherein 
the second mount is removeably attached to a pole. In certain 
embodiments, the system further includes a second unit com- 
municationally connected with the surveillance unit. In still 
other embodiments, the system further includes a gunshot 
detection unit operationally connected to the camera so that 
the camera rotates and focuses in the direction from which a 
gunshot is detected. In certain embodiments, the recording 
device is a digital video recorder. In other embodiments, the 
housing is bulletproof. In still other embodiments, the hous¬ 
ing is backlit. 

Disclosed herein is an embodiment of a surveillance sys¬ 
tem, including a housing, a frame removeably engaging the 
housing, a plurality of panels removeably engaging the frame, 
a first mount attached to the housing, a second mount remove¬ 
ably engaging the first mount, wherein the second mount is 
removeably attached to a pole. In certain embodiments, the 
first mount is a channel for receiving the second mount, the 
channel having a first end, a second end, and opposite sides, 
the opposite sides defining a plurality of openings, the first 
end having a top, and the second mount is an arm, having 
opposite sides defining a plurality of openings, the openings 
corresponding to the openings of the first mount, the opposite 
sides of the second mount define a plurality of second open¬ 
ings adjacent to a side opposite of the side proximate to the 
housing so that the plurality of second openings receive fas¬ 
teners for attaching the second mount to a pole. In other 
embodiments, the plurality of second openings of the second 
mount is at least 5 openings. In certain embodiments, the 
second mount has a length of at least 12 inches. In still other 
embodiments, the system includes a plurality of spacers 
attached to the housing so that a ventilation gap results when 
the frame sits upon the plurality of spacers. 

Also disclosed herein is a surveillance system, including, a 
frame, wherein the frame is generally rectangular in shape, at 
least one panel removeably engaging the frame, an uninter¬ 
rupted power source attached to the panel, a cooling system 
operationally connected to the uninterrupted power source, a 
digital video recorder operationally connected to the uninter¬ 
rupted power source, a video camera operationally connected 
to the digital video recorder, a microphone and speaker opera¬ 
tionally connected to the digital video recorder, a GSM net¬ 
work operationally connected to the digital video recorder, a 
gunshot detection system operationally connected to the digi¬ 
tal video recorder, a second unit operationally connected to 
the GSM network so that the camera and digital video 
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recorder are controlled remotely by the second unit, a housing 
attached to the frame, wherein the housing is bullet proof, 
wherein at least a portion of the housing is backlit, a first 
mount attached to the housing, wherein the first mount is a 
channel for receiving the second mount, the channel having a 
first end, a second end, and opposite sides, the opposite sides 
defining a plurality of openings, the first end being enclosed, 
and a second mount removeably engaging the first mount, 
wherein the second mount is an arm having opposite sides 
defining a plurality of openings, the openings corresponding 
to the openings of the first mount, wherein the opposite sides 
of the second mount define a plurality of second openings 
adjacent to a side opposite of the side proximate to the hous¬ 
ing so that the plurality of second openings receive fasteners 
for attaching the second mount to a pole. In certain embodi¬ 
ments, the second unit may be a personal data assistant, a 
laptop computer, or a mobile command center. 

It is an object of the invention to provide a surveillance 
system which transmits an alarm to the authorities, or others, 
upon the occurrence of an undesirable event. 

It is another object of the invention to provide a surveil¬ 
lance system which readily transmits video and audio record¬ 
ings from the surveillance unit to a second unit for review and 
analysis. 

It is still another object of the invention to provide a sur¬ 
veillance system which quickly and efficiently transmits and 
archives audio and video recordings for future review. 

It is another object of the invention to provide a mounting 
device for the quick and sturdy mounting of a surveillance 
device to a pole. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF DRAWINGS 

FIG. 1 shows a first embodiment of the surveillance unit, 
having a camera, DVR, router, and UPS. 

FIG. 2 shows a second embodiment of the surveillance unit 
having the ability to connect to a global network. 

FIG. 3 shows a third embodiment of the surveillance unit 
having global network capacity and a microphone system for 
audio detection. 

FIG. 4 shows a schematic diagram of an embodiment of a 
surveillance system. 

FIG. 5 is a side view of an embodiment of the present 
invention which shows the exterior of the surveillance unit. 

FIG. 6 shows the mounting bracket of the invention which 
may be used for attachment to a pole. 

FIG. 7 shows a perspective view of an embodiment of the 
surveillance unit having two panels upon which components 
are mounted. The panels slide into the frame, which in turn 
slides into the housing. 

FIG. 8 shows a perspective view of an embodiment of the 
surveillance unit having three panels upon which components 
are mounted. The panels slide into the frame, and the frame 
slides into the housing. 

FIG. 9 is a drawing of the first side of the first panel of an 
embodiment of the surveillance unit, shown in FIG. 7. 

FIG. 10 is a drawing of the second side of the first panel of 
an embodiment of the surveillance unit, shown in FIG. 7. 

FIG. 11 is a drawing of the first side of the second panel of 
an embodiment of the surveillance unit, shown in FIG. 7. 

FIG. 12 is a drawing of the second side of the second panel 
of an embodiment of the surveillance unit, shown in FIG. 7. 

FIG. 13 shows a schematic diagram of a method of con¬ 
ducting surveillance at a playground for children. 

FIG. 14 shows a schematic diagram of a method of con¬ 
ducting surveillance at a mall. 
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FIG. 15 shows a schematic diagram of a method of con¬ 
ducting surveillance upon detection of a gun being fired. 

PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS OF THE 
5 INVENTION 

The present invention is a remote video and audio moni¬ 
toring and recording system. At least one application of the 
invention is to provide video and audio surveillance in areas 
10 which have high potential for criminal activity. The present 
convention is available as in overt surveillance system or a 
covert surveillance system. In the overt embodiment, the 
invention is clearly identified as a surveillance system with 
the objection of crime prevention in high crime areas, tourist 
15 areas, government buildings, municipalities, high risk home¬ 
land security tai^ets, and the like. The covert embodiment is 
designed for undercover surveillance which would not 
readily be recognized as a surveillance system. All of the 
embodiments are typically installed on poles or buildings and 
20 can monitor and record activities with camera coverage capa¬ 
bilities of360 degrees at distances up to several thousand feet. 
The invention has the capability of locally recording onto a 
DVR 14 video and audio, which can be downloaded by a 
wireless or hardwired communication. The invention may 
25 also include H264 compression, also called H.264.10, for live 
viewing and recording which can be transmitted to remote 
locations such as 911 centers 39 or police stations using 
wireless networks including cellular technology and low 
bandwidth satellite technology. 

30 The present invention discloses a surveillance unit 25. The 
surveillance unit 25 includes a housing 10, a camera 12, a 
recording device 14, which may be a digital video recording 
(DVR) unit 14, a broadband router 16, an uninterrupted power 
source (UPS) 18, a microphone/speaker 22, and an antenna 
35 24. In certain embodiments of the surveillance unit 25 
includes a cooling system 26, a global system for mobile 
communication (GSM) network 28. In still other embodi¬ 
ments, the surveillance unit 25 further includes a gunshot 
detection unit 30. 

40 Also disclosed herein is a surveillance system 11 which 
includes the surveillance unit 25 and a second unit 27 opera¬ 
tionally communicating with the surveillance unit 25. In cer¬ 
tain embodiments the second unit 27 may be a personal data 
assistant (PDA) 36. In alternate embodiments, the second unit 
45 27 may be a laptop computer 38 within a police car. In still 
other embodiments the second unit 27 may be a mobile com¬ 
mand center 34, or a 911 center 39. 

Further disclosed herein is a method of conducting surveil¬ 
lance of an area which includes recording video to the DVR 
50 14, communicating with a second unit 27, and downloading 
contents of the DVR 14 to the second unit 27. 

Referring now to FIG. 1, there is a shown a schematic 
diagram of a first embodiment of the surveillance unit 25. The 
first embodiment of the surveillance unit 25 includes a digital 
55 video recorder 14, attached to a camera 12, a UPS system 18, 
a broadband router 16, and a microphone/speaker 22. As best 
seen in other Figures further described below, a plurality of 
panels 15, specifically, a first panel 102 and second panel 104 
in certain embodiments, are used as points of attachment for 
60 the electronics which comprise the surveillance unit 25. The 
panels 15 may be constructed of any rigid material suitable 
for the stated function, for example steel, or aluminum. 
Attachment of those electronics to the plurality of panels 15 is 
accomplished in the ordinary manner as known in the art. 
65 Further, the connections between the components of the 
present invention are those operational connections known to 
those of ordinary skill in the art. The schematic diagrams of 
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FIGS. 1-4 use lines to demonstrate the operational connec¬ 
tivity of the parts shown (i.e. wires, or other means, attaching, 
or allowing communication, or connectivity so that, for 
example, the camera 12 and the DVR 14 capture and record 
video/audio, or data is transferred via wireless technology, or 
the like). Operational connectivity includes any connections 
necessary for power, data or information transfer, or the like, 
for the operation of the specific device. One of ordinary skill 
in the art is familiar with such types of connections. Referring 
back to the lines used in FIGS. 1-4, the following listed 
examples illustrate the information provided therein. For 
example, as seen in FIG. 1, the DVR 14 is operationally 
connected to the camera 12, microphone/speaker 22, router 
16, and UPS 18. As a second example, the camera 12 is 
operationally connected to the UPS 18, and the DVR 14. In 
certain embodiments, the camera 12 may include a micro¬ 
phone for capturing audio. The several embodiments dis¬ 
closed in FIGS. 1-3 may also include the various power 
sources and power supplies further described herein, or 
known to those of ordinary skill in the art. The UPS system 18 
is additionally attached to and provides a power source for the 
backlit artwork 20, broadband router 16, camera 12, and 
cooling system 26. The broadband router 16 is additionally 
attached to an antenna 24. In alternate embodiments, each of 
the elements described herein may be stably connected to a 
frame 13, or other structural members attached to the frame 
13, such as a plurality of panels 15. As shown, the frame 13 is 
made of a suitable rigid material, such as metal, and primarily 
serves to hold the components of the surveillance unit 25 in 
proper position. A digital video recorder 14 having H264 
compression technology, also called H.264.10, is commer¬ 
cially available from Bruester Alexander, 1401 North Bluff 
Road, Collinsville, Ill. 62234 as a product named Max Mobile 
Hybrid Digital Video Server. An example of the camera 12 
includes a PTZ camera available from PELLCO, 320 West 
18'^ Street, Edmond, Okla. 73013 as PELLCO SD 5318-PG- 
EO. The other elements within the invention are also com¬ 
monly commercially available including the broadband 
router 16, which is available from Afar Communications, 
Inc., 81 David Love Place, Santa Barbara, Calif. 93117 as 
Model # AR24027. In still other embodiments of the present 
invention, a broadband router 16 may include a router from 
Netgear, Inc., 4500 Great American Parkway, Santa Clara, 
Calif. 95054. The UPS system 18 is also commercially avail¬ 
able from American Power Conversion, 132 Fairgrounds 
Road, West Kingston, R.I. 02892, as Model #BE3504. The 
antenna 24 and microphone/speaker 22 are widely commer¬ 
cially available. Also widely commercially available is the 
cooling system 26. With reference to the backlit artwork 20, 
backlit illumination side panels for the housing 10 are avail¬ 
able from Luminous Film, 7100 West Park Road Shreveport, 
La. 71129 as Model # 025X12BGC. As previously described 
herein the illumination panels may be custom designed with 
various artwork which is available at the preference of the 
user. The housing 10 is a box enclosure with a custom mount¬ 
ing unit which is available from STI, Inc., 1877 Vanderhorn 
Drive, Memphis, Term. 38134. Additionally, with reference to 
the embodiments in which the housing 10 consists of a bullet 
resistant material, such bullet resistant polycarbonate or kev- 
lar type NIJ level III A is commercially available from GE 
Specialty Film and Sheet, 7663 Industrial Blvd., Allentown, 
Pa. 18106. 

Referring now to FIG. 2, there is shown a schematic dia¬ 
gram of a second embodiment of the present invention. The 
second embodiment uses a GSM network 28 rather than a 
broadband router 16. A GSM network is commercially avail- 
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able for example from Verizon, 700 Brookfield Parkway, 
Greenville, S.C. 29607 as a Verizon Peripheral Component 
Interconnect (PCI) Card. 

Referring now to FIG. 3, there is shown a schematic dia- 
^ gram of a third embodiment of the present invention. The 
third embodiment of the present invention includes a gunshot 
detection 30 system. The gunshot detection 30 system is used 
to orient the camera 12 in the direction of any activity which 
is detected, such as a gunshot. The gunshot detection 30 
system is commercially available from Safety Dynamics, 
Inc., of 701 Harger Rd., Oak Brook, Ill. 60523 as the Sentry 
System. Again, the schematic diagram shows the gunshot 
detection 30 system operationally connected to the camera 12 
^ ^ and the GSM 28 . Accordingly, when a gunshot is detected, the 
camera 12 rotates in the direction of the gunshot and the GSM 
28 communicates with a second unit 27, for example a 911 
center in order to quickly report the incident. 

Referring now to FIG. 4, there is shown a schematic dia- 
20 gram of the surveillance system 11 which includes the sur¬ 
veillance unit 25 and its ability to communicate with second 
units 27, such as PDAs 36, computers 38, etc., through the 
router 16, or GSM 28. Those of ordinary skill in the art are 
familiar with such communications. In certain embodiments 
25 of the surveillance system 11 the surveillance unit 25 com¬ 
municates with a mobile command center 34, for example of 
the local law enforcement. In alternate embodiments the sur¬ 
veillance system 11 provides a surveillance unit 25 which 
communicates with a PDA 3 6 which may be in the possession 
30 of a law enforcement office, or other security personnel. In 
still other embodiments of the surveillance system 11, the 
surveillance unit 25 communicates with a laptop computer 38 
of a law enforcement vehicle. As further disclosed herein, the 
second unit 27 may access information, such as recorded 
35 video, from the surveillance unit 25, or provide commands to 
the surveillance unit 25 to gather further information. 
Examples include redirecting or refocusing the camera 12, or 
the like. One of ordinary skill in the art is familiar with the 
well known communication, or information exchange, pro- 
40 tocols which provide such communication between the router 
16, or GSM 28 and the second units 27. 

Referring now to FIG. 5, there is shown an embodiment of 
the exterior of the surveillance unit 25. As previously 
described herein, the electronics and other components are 
45 contained within the unit 25. The camera 12 has a position 
within the protective bubble 40 protruding from the bottom of 
the surveillance unit 25. The latches 138 are used to hold the 
removable top 140 to the unit 25. The top 140 is removable for 
insertion of the components described in this document. In 
50 certain embodiments, the gunshot detection unit 30 may be 
attached to the top of the unit 25 . Again the housing 10 may be 
constructed of a luminescent material in order to promote 
visualization in the dark. Examples of the illumination mate¬ 
rial backlight illumination side panels which is commercially 
55 available from Luminous Film 7100 West Park Road Shreve¬ 
port, La. 71129. The surveillance unit 25 may be mounted on 
a pole 94, building (not shown), or the like, using a mounting 
bracket, as disclosed herein. The unit 25 may be typically 
elevated in order to promote good recording angles by the 
60 camera 12 as well as placing the unit 25 above and beyond the 
reach of the ordinary person. In certain embodiments, the 
surveillance unit 25 is housed in a state of the art enclosure, 
still called a housing 10, that may provide bullet resistant 
materials and weather protection for all of the internally 
65 located electronic devices. The present invention is designed 
for quick data downloads which may be received by a variety 
of second units 27. 
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Referring now to FIG. 6, there is shown the bracket mount¬ 
ing system of the present invention. The bracket mounting 
system include a first mount 90 which attaches to the surveil¬ 
lance unit 25, a second mount 92 which attaches to a pole 94 
by use of a metal band screw clamp 96. The metal band screw 
clamp 96 wraps around a pole 94 in order to attach. The 
second mount 92 is received by the first mount 90 and the two 
are attached by use one or more bolts 99. More specifically, 
the first mount 90 has the shape of a channel, the channel 
having a first end 120, a second end 122, and opposite sides 
124. The opposite sides 124 of the first mount 90 have a 
plurality of openings 126 which are used for attachment to the 
second mount 92. The first mount 90 has a top 128, also called 
a cap, on the first end 120 which allows the surveillance unit 
25 to rest upon the second mount 92 while bolts 99 are 
inserted and tightened. This prevents the need to hold the 
surveillance unit 25, which may weigh up to several hundred 
pounds, in the air during installation. 

The second mount 92 has a rectangular shape having oppo¬ 
site sides 130 which have a plurality of openings 132 corre¬ 
sponding to the openings 126 of the first mount 90. The 
opposite sides 130 of the second mount 92 also have a plu¬ 
rality of second openings 134 located near the side 136 of the 
second mount 92 which is closest to the pole 94, or building 
to which the surveillance unit 25 is being attached. In certain 
embodiments, there may be 5 of these openings 134 for 
attachment of the second mount 92 to the pole 94, or building. 
As a first step, the second mount 92 is attached to the struc¬ 
ture, for example a pole 94, by use of a plurality of metal 
screw clamps 96, bands, or the like which are fed through the 
second openings 134 and around the pole 94. Then, the first 
mount 90, which is attached to the surveillance unit 25, 
receives the second mount 92 and is held in place temporarily. 
Bolts 99, or other fasteners, are then fed through the openings 
126 and openings 132, which line up, and tightened into 
position. The manner of attachment of the first mount 90 to 
the unit 25 could be any of those commonly known in the art, 
for example, welding. The first mount 90, second mount 92 
may be constructed by metal, or other rigid material known in 
the industry which would be capable of serving the function 
disclosed herein. It is noteworthy that an empty surveillance 
unit 25 weighs approximately 50 pounds. Accordingly, sur¬ 
veillance units 25 containing a portion of the electrical equip¬ 
ment disclosed herein, or all of it, will have an even greater 
weight. The bracket system disclosed herein provides a uni¬ 
versal mounting system for building or pole applications 
which has a unique design for easy installation and removal. 
In certain embodiments, a panic button 100 may be installed 
on the pole 94 at a height which is approximately from three 
feet to six feet off the ground. The function of the panic button 
100 is to allow an individual to have a button to push in the 
event that they feel threatened or uncomfortable so that the 
surveillance unit 25 may respond by directing the camera 12 
in the direction of the panic button 100 in order to record the 
audio and video of that specific setting. Security call buttons 
are well known in the industry and may be commercially 
available from STI, Inc., 1877 Vanderhorn Drive, Memphis 
Tenn., 38134, Model # MSCB-1. In certain embodiments, 
depressing the panic button 100 may result in communication 
with a 911 center or other security personnel. 

Referring now to FIGS. 7 and 8, there are shown exploded 
perspective views of embodiments of the present invention. 
FIG. 7 is an embodiment of the invention having the compo¬ 
nents mounted upon two panels, 102 and 104, the compo¬ 
nents being operationally connected as described herein and 
known to those of skill in the art. Shown in FIG. 8 is an 
embodiment with three panels, 102, 104, and 105, respec- 


8 

tively, the components being operationally connected as 
described herein and known to those of skill in the art. In 
certain embodiments, the frame 13 has vertical guides used to 
assist in the placement of the plurality of panels 15. In other 
5 embodiments, the frame 13 does not have vertical guides but 
has only notches in the frame 13 which receive the plurality of 
panels 15. In certain embodiments, the housing 10 has a 
plurality of spacers 9 upon which the frame 13 rests upon 
placement in the housing 10. In other embodiments, the plu- 
10 rality of spacers 9 may be attached to the bottom side of the 
frame 13 for proper positioning once placed in the housing 
10. The plurality of spacers 9 may be constructed of any rigid 
material suitable for the described function. Shown in FIGS. 
7 and 8 is the attachment of the components described herein 
15 to plurality of panels 15. Referring to FIG. 7, attached to the 
first panel 102 is a 12 volt power supply 106, which provides 
a power supply 108 for the luminescent panels disclosed 
herein; the UPS 18, which is the power supply 110 for the 
GSM 28; a general power supply 112 for the entire unit 25, 
20 and a transformer 114 for the camera 12. Schematic drawings 
of the attachments to the first panel 102 are shown in FIGS. 9 
and 10, which also show the power terminal 116, and outlets 
117 from the UPS 18. Still referring to FIG. 7, but now 
referring to the second panel 104 to which various compo- 
25 nents are attached, see attached thereto are the GSM 28, 
broadband router 16 and the DVR 14. Schematic drawings of 
the attachments to the first side and second side of the second 
panel 104 are further shown in FIGS. 11 and 12. FIGS. 7-12 
do not show the power transmission connections or the data 
30 transmission connections since that information is shown in 
FIGS. 1-4. One of ordinary skill in the art is familiar with 
operationally connecting the electronic devices disclosed 
herein. FIGS. 7 and 8 do not show the camera 12 which is 
attached to the bottom side of the housing 10. The camera 12 
35 is best seen in FIG. 5. 

Referring now to FIG. 8, there is shown an embodiment 
having three panels. In the embodiment shown, the board 141 
for the gunshot detection unit 30 is mounted on the first panel 
102. The DVR 14, data switch 142, and wireless booster 144 
40 are mounted on the second panel 104. The outlets 117, trans¬ 
former 114, and power supplies 146 are mounted on the third 
panel 105. Again, each of the components listed herein is 
operationally connected so that the surveillance unit 25 oper¬ 
ates and functions as described herein. 

45 The surveillance unit 25 disclosed herein is used for accu¬ 
rate two way remote recording of audio and single directional 
video. The camera 12 has full 360 degree rotation. In certain 
embodiments, the camera 12 may be mounted on a rotatable 
mount. The unit 25 is designed for outdoor use and, in certain 
50 embodiments, has dimensions of width 18.5 inches, height 
30.5 inches and depth of 18.25 inches. The unit 25 is an 
environmentally controlled enclosure and is designed to 
house all necessary electronics in any type of weather. The 
unit 25 works on copper, fiber or wireless networks. The 
55 camera 12 is equipped for day or night operation and may use 
IR illumination for night viewing or recordation. 

Referring now to FIG. 13, there is shown a schematic 
diagram of the method of conducting surveillance. The 
method includes providing 51 a surveillance system 40, 
60 recording 52 audio and video to the DVR 14 of the surveil¬ 
lance unit 25, communicating 54 to a 911 center 39 or other 
second unit 27, downloading 56 the recordations of the DVR 
14 to the second unit 27, so that the recipient of the recorda¬ 
tions from the DVR 14 may further consider and analyze such 
65 recordations. 

Referring now to FIG. 14, there is shown a schematic 
diagram of a second method of conducting surveillance. The 
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method shown includes providing 61 a surveillance system 

11 having a surveillance unit 25 and a plurality of second units 
27, recording 62 the audio and video captured by the camera 

12 and the microphone 22, communicating 64 with a second 
unit 27, transferring 66 video and audio recordations of the 
DVR 14, also called data, by use of a GSM 28 network, 
downloading 68 the recordation of the DVR 14 to a second 
unit 27 such as a PDA or laptop and used by a law enforce¬ 
ment officer, and archiving 70 the data from the DVR 14 
received by the second unit 27. 

Referring now to FIG. 15, there is shown a schematic 
diagram of another method of conducting surveillance. This 
embodiment of the method includes recording 72 audio and 
video to the DVR 14, receiving 74 audio input representative 
of gunshot fired in the area of the surveillance unit 25, com¬ 
municating 76 an alarm to a second unit 27 such as a 911 
center 39, orienting 78 the camera 12 to the vicinity of the 
gunshot so that audio and video are recorded on the DVR 14, 
transferring 80 audio and video detected by the camera 12 to 
a second unit 27 via the GSM 28 network, downloading 
recordations from the DVR 14 to a second unit 27 such as a 
PDA 36 or a laptop 38, and archiving 84 the data recorded by 
the DVR 14. 

This patent application expressly incorporates by reference 
all patents, references, and publications disclosed herein. 

Although the present invention has been described in terms 
of specific embodiments, it is anticipated that alterations and 
modifications thereof will no doubt become apparent to those 
skilled in the art. It is therefore intended that the following 
claims be interpreted as covering all alterations and modifi¬ 
cations that fall within the true spirit and scope of the inven¬ 
tion. 

What is claimed is: 

1. A surveillance system, comprising: 

a housing; 

a frame removeably engaging the housing; 

a plurality of panels removeably engaging the frame; 

a recording device attached to one of the plurality of panels, 
wherein the recording device has H.264.10 compression 
technology; 

a camera operationally connected to the recording device, 
wherein the camera has a microphone and speaker; 

a GSM network operationally connected to the recording 
device; 

a uninterrupted power source operationally connected to 
the recording device; and 

a mounting bracket attached to the housing, wherein the 
mounting bracket has a first mount and a second mount 
removeably engaging the first mount, wherein the first 
mount is a channel for receiving the second mount, the 
channel having a first end, a second end, and opposite 
sides, the opposite sides defining a plurality of openings, 
the first end having a top. 

2. The system of claim 1, further comprising a second unit 
communicationally connected with the surveillance unit. 

3. The system of claim 1, further comprising a gunshot 
detection unit operationally connected to the camera so that 
the camera rotates and focuses in the direction from which a 
gunshot is detected. 

4. The system of claim 3, wherein the recording device is a 
digital video recorder. 

5. The system of claim 4, wherein the housing is bullet¬ 
proof. 

6. The system of claim 5, wherein the housing is backlit. 

7. A surveillance system, comprising: 

a housing; 
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a frame removeably engaging the housing; 
a plurality of panels removeably engaging the frame; 
a first mount attached to the housing; 
a second mount removeably engaging the first mount, 
5 wherein the first mount is a channel for receiving the 
second mount, the channel having a first end, a second 
end, and opposite sides, the opposite sides defining a 
plurality of openings, the first end having a top. 

8. The system of claim 7, wherein the second mount is an 
10 arm, having opposite sides defining a plurality of openings, 

the openings corresponding to the openings of the first mount. 

9. The system of claim 8, wherein the opposite sides of the 
second mount define a plurality of second openings adjacent 
to a side opposite of the side proximate to the housing so that 

15 the plurality of second openings receive fasteners. 

10. The system of claim 9, wherein the plurality of second 
openings of the second mount is at least 5 openings. 

11. The system of claim 10, wherein the second mount has 
a length of at least 12 inches. 

20 12. The system of claim 11, further comprising a plurality 

of spacers attached to the housing so that a ventilation gap 
results when the frame sits upon the plurality of spacers. 

13. A surveillance system, comprising: 
a frame, wherein the frame is generally rectangular in 

25 shape; 

at least one panel removeably engaging the frame; 
an uninterrupted power source attached to the panel; 
a cooling system operationally connected to the uninter¬ 
rupted power source; 

30 a digital video recorder operationally connected to the 
uninterrupted power source; 

a video camera operationally connected to the digital video 
recorder; 

a microphone and speaker operationally connected to the 
35 digital video recorder; 

a GSM network operationally connected to the digital 

video recorder; 

a gunshot detection system operationally connected to the 
digital video recorder; 

40 a second unit operationally connected to the GSM network 
so that the camera and digital video recorder are con¬ 
trolled remotely by the second unit; 
a housing attached to the frame, wherein the housing is 
bullet proof, wherein at least a portion of the housing is 
45 backlit; 

a first mount attached to the housing, wherein the first 
mount is a channel for receiving the second mount, the 
channel having a first end, a second end, and opposite 
sides, the opposite sides defining a plurality of openings, 
50 the first end being enclosed; and 

a second mount removeably engaging the first mount, 
wherein the second mount is an arm having opposite 
sides defining a plurality of openings, the openings cor¬ 
responding to the openings of the first mount, wherein 
55 the opposite sides of the second mount define a plurality 

of second openings adjacent to a side opposite of the side 
proximate to the housing so that the plurality of second 
openings receive fasteners for attaching the second 
mount to a pole. 

60 14. The system of claim 13, wherein the second unit is a 

personal data assistant. 

15. The system of claim 13, wherein the second unit is a 
laptop computer. 

16. The system of claim 13, wherein the second unit is a 
65 mobile command center. 
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